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Group Members Contact DETAILS

Connections Editor i Mrs Jennifer Mannion jellyflower110@googlemail.com

SWHMinister s

Rev. Dr. Sarah Hall, Tel: 023 8076 8004 sarah.hall.swhg@gmail.com
Rev. Mark Robinson, Tel: 023 8057 5909 mark.robinson.swhg@gmail.com
CRCW Pat Oliver, Tel: 023 8033 3229, pat.oliver.crcw@swhg.org.uk (Community Minister)

Avenue St ANDREWS URC

www.asaurc.org.uk

office@asaurc.org.uk

Address - The Avenue, Southampton SO17 1XQ

- Church Secretary i Miss Susanne Dawson, Susanne@hazel-wood.me.uk
i Newssheet Editor - TBC

CHANDL ERYARCFORD

www.urc-chandlersford.org.uk, info@urc-chandlersford.org.uk
Address - Kings Road, Chandler's Ford, Eastleigh, Hants, SO53 2EY
Church Secretary i Mrs Sue Scott, sue.ken.scott@hotmail.co.uk
Chronicle Editor i Martin Waldron

Freemantle URC

=q2. WWW.freemantle.urc.org.uk

"/ Address - 257 Shirley Road, Southampton, SO15 3HS
Church Secretary i Dr David Hoadley, Tel: 023 8022 9363,
dhoadley@phonecoop.coop

ISAAC WATTSMemorial URC

www.isaacwatts.org.uk

Address - Winchester Road/Luccombe Road,
Southampton, SO16 6TS

Church Secretary i Mr Richard Wake, Tel 023 8039 2055,
r.wake@ntlworld.com

Messenger Editor T Mr Chris Noyce,
ropleynoyce@googlemail.com

St Francis, Valley Park LEP

Address - Pilgrims Close, Valley Park, Chandler's Ford, SO53 4ST
Website - www.stfrancis-valleypark.org.uk Tel 023 8027 1152
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AVENUE ST ANDREW«-.S

FEBRUARY2019

Date

Time

Service

3rd

1lam

CommunionService led byRev.Sarah Hall

10h

1lam

Service led byrev Mark Robinson

17"

11lam

Family Service led byRevBob Dibh

24"

9:30am

Breakfast chrch

11am

Service led by RevSarahHall.

MARCH2019

Date

Time

Service

3rd

11am

CommunionService led byRev.Tjarda Murray

10th

11lam

Service led byrRev Mark Robinson

17

11lam

Family Serviceled by Rev Sah Hall.Followed by Church Meting.

24"

9:30am

Breakfast church.

1lam

Service led byrev Bernie Collins

3 1St

1lam

Serviceled by Rev Mark Robinson.
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United :
Reformed .
Church

Date | Time Service
39 19:30am | Service led bysue Sott.
5pm Prayer Meeting.
10" | 9:30am | Service led byRevSarah Hall
6:30pm | Joint Evening Service with the Method{Shurch.
17" | 9:30am | Communion Service led dgevMark RobinsonFollowed by Amual |
Church Meeting.
5pm Prayer Meeting
24" | 9:30am | Service led byRev Sarah Hall
Date | Time Service
39 19:30am | Service led byRev Sarah Hall

Spm

Prayer Meeting.

10th

9:30am

Service led byrev Mark Robinson

6:30pm

Jant Evening Sevice with the Methodist Church.

17"

9:30am

CommunionServiceled byRev Mark Robinson

spm

Prayer Meeting.

24"

9:30am

Service led byAlan Jenkins

3 1St

9:30am

ParadeService led by Sue Scott and Jan Blood.
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off the mark com

OH, COME ON! THE
STICK 1S RIGHT

we7|_ offthemark com

FEBRUARY/MARCH

MarkParisi@aol.com 1-3
 Ardrows Meldoa Synd |
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FREEMANVTLE

FEBRUARY2019

United :
Reformed .
Church

Date

Time

Service

3rd

9:30am

Service led by ReMark Robinson

10"

9:30am

Communion Service led byRev Mark Robinson

17"

9:30am

Service led byRev Sarah Hall

24"

9:30am

Service ledoy Rev Tjarda Murrg.

MARCH2019

Date

Time

Service

3rd

9:30am

Service led byrRev Mark Robinson

9:30am

CommunionSewice led by Rev Sarah &ll.

17"

9:30am

Servce led byRev Tjarda Murrg.

24"

9:30am

Service led byrev Sarah HallFollowed by Church Meeting.

3 1St

9:30am

Service led byrev Sarah Hall
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FEBRUARY/MARCH

L “W

| DON'T CARE IF YOUR FRIEND HAS
A FLIGHT SIMULATOR. YOUW'RR GOING
TO LEARN TO FLY ON YOUR QWN.
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ISAAC WATTS Memorial

FEBRUARY2019

S

United

Reformed .’

Church

Date

Time

Service

3rd

11lam

Service led byrRev Mark Robinson

10h

1lam

Service lel by Rev Sarah Hall

17"

1lam

Service led byr Chris Noyce

24"

1lam

CommunionService led byRevMark Robinson

MARCH2019

Date

Time

Service

3rd

1lam

Service led byrev Sarah Hall

10°

1lam

Service led byr Chris Noyce

17"

11lam

Songs of Prais8ervice led byr Richard Wake

24"

11lam

Communon Serviceled byRevMark RobinsonFollowed by Churclh

Meeting

3 1St

11lam

Service led byrev Sarah Hall
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- SOUTH WEST HANTS GROUP ?I;

Hanis

| CONNECTIONS

B IMPCRTANT DATES

Whatos hapipeAviemuea Sté And

Health & Fitness meet Mondays weekly at 1.45 pm in the Concourse.
Aimed at the 60+ they are a very friendly group and would welcome
newcomers.

Reformed .
Church

Avenue Café is open every Tuesday from 10.30 am until 2.00 pm.
Coffee, cake and light lunches are available. All are welcome to come
along.

Wednesday Club meet on the 15t Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm.

On Wed 6™ February 2019 there will be an Annual General Meeting. In :
March Joan McGavin will be tell i ng us about AChangi
Po et Allyweélcome. 8

Lunch Club meet on the 2"¢ Thursday in the month at 12.30 pm for
lunch together. Please contact the church office if you are interested.
Next lunches are Thurs 14" February & Thurs 14" March 2019.

Film Show will meet on Wed 13" February & Wed 13" March 20109.
Do come and join us followed by light refreshments afterwards 1.45 pm.
All are welcome.

Avenue Singers meet on the 2" and 4" Wednesday in the month from

7 1 8 pm in the Concourse. New singers always welcome. A wide >
variety of musicc. You donot have -tustenogsinging. e x p e |
They will meet on Wednesdays 13", 27th February & 13" and 27t &
March 2019.

Amnesty International Group meets monthly on 2nd Thursday of each
month at 8.00pm. All are welcome to come along. Their next meetings
will be Thurs 14" February & Thurs 14" March 2019 at 8 pm in the
Focus room.

Church Social Group usually meet on 3@ Wednesday of each month
for fun and friendship. Next meetings are Wed 20" February at 7.30
pm for possible theatre trip to see the Shadow Factory and Wed 20"
March 2019 for Skittles at the Ship, Redbridge organised by Pam
Humphreys. Why not come along and join us.

FEBRUARY/MARCH Volume 7 No. 1
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: South L’ :
: \\;;-;:IQF SOUTH WEST HANTS GROUP Unted
S CONNECTIONS e
Scrabble Group meet on the 4" Wednesday of the month in the
: Concourse. All are welcome. Next meeting will be Wed 27th February 3
: and Wed 27th March 2019 at 1.45 pm. &
Boys 6 B Fridayawkrengs i for all ages from 61 8.30 pm. All are
: welcome. They meet during Term Time only.
3 Breakfast Church normally takes place every 4" Sunday in the month.
g Why not join us to discuss and debate the Bible, faith and its impact over 3
: a light breakfast. Next meeting will be 24" February and 24" March 3
: 2019 at 9.30 am. Do join us. 3
For more information on any of these activities contact Church Office on
: 023 80 678787
: T _These bulleins were actually published in Church NewslettersT
The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other itenesrercicled
. Proceeds will be used to cripple chddr 3
The sermon this morning: ‘Jesus Walks on the Water.' The sermon
: tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 8
Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It'sa@ncle to get rid of those things npt
: worth keeping aroud the house. Bring your husbands. N
Don't let worry kill you off- let the Church help.
Miss Charlene Mason sang 'l will not pass this way aggiiing
S obvious pleasure to the congregation. :
For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery
: downstairs. 3
Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the
; church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 3
: FEBRUARY/MARCH Volume 7 No. 1 §
: Page 7 8

//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»



//////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////
»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»

st qF SOUTH WEST HANTS GROUP TI;

Hanis

| CONNECTIONS

———

Reformed .
Church

Whatés happening at Chan
Craft & Coffee i every Tuesday morning from 1011.30 am

Ladies Fellowshipi 20" Februaryand on20" March, both meetings at 2.15
pm inthe Frith Hall Speakers to be confirmedll ladies welcome.

Me n 6s B ri ersShtdirdaygtFebruaryand2" Marchat 8 amFull
English breakfast followed by a Christian/topical discussiddnmen welcome.

Housegroupi meetdortnightly on Monday eveningsSee Martin Waldron for
dates.

Prayer Meeting 1 on 1stand 39 Sundaysat5 pm.

Annual Church Meeting i on 17" February following morning worship

Annual Community Spring Tea Party i on 19" February provided by the

Church & Society Committee at 2.15 pm in the Mansfield Hall. Free antty
everyone is wicome.

Coffee Morning i on Saturday 23March at 10.30 in the Mansfield Hall. Hot }
cross buns and drinks will be served together with a cake stall and sale of books

Proceeds to go to WaterAid.

Soup & Sandwich Lunchi on Saturday ? February in the Masfield Hall at
12 noon. lPoceeds to go tde Zambia Fund.

T These bulletns were actwally published in Church NewslettersT

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is
Hell?' Come early and listen taochoir practice.

Please place your donation in the envelaloag with the deceased
person you want remembered.

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may
be seenn the basement on Friday afternoon.

FEBRUARY/MARCH Volume 7 No. 1

R TN Sy
»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»»



/////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////////

| m;;;:-q% SOUTH WEST HANTS GROUP T
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L= CONNECTIONS S
The Annual Spring Tea Party
5 Y N :
; s & . " ., The Church and Society Group o
: :) :) would like to invite everyone - =
; B == young, old and in between to .
S the ANNUAL SPRING TEA PARTY S
; Date: Tuesday 12™ February 2019. >
, Time: 2.15- 4.15 pm =
; Place: Mansfield Hall. United Reformed Church, Kings Road, Chandler's Ford. o
S Please join us for fun and fellowship. E
E There will be a raffle - proceeds to the Salvation Army. S
§ Please bring friends for tea. g
z Fa 3
: L7 :
S If you would like to come please give your name to any of the committee (Jan, Steve, Joan E
5 C. Shirley, Sally & Jean) by Sunday 10th February 2019. >
: If you would like a lift please let us know when you reply to invitation. =3
We look forward to seeing you all and meeting your friends.
: T _These bulletns were actwally published in Church NewslettersT N
; This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across
) from the Church. Bring a biket and come prepared to sin. 2
Low Self Esteem Support Grouplivneet Thursday at 7 PM . Please use
: the back door. 3
3 The eighthgraders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the =
S Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend o
: this tragedy. 8
: Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please us
: large double door at the side entrance. 3
: FEBRUARY/MARCH Volume 7 No. 1 |
; Page 9 N
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Church

Whatoés happening at | saac
FEBRUARY ‘

10" 12:30pm Community LunchContact Mrs Eve Scabiy 80323602 for
details
2:00pm The Community Fellowshia talk about QE2 story by Mr Steve
Herra.

20" 7:000m Prayer Meeting in the Vestibule Roocrall are warmly welcome.

Boys' and Girls' Brigades meet on MONDAY EVENINGS DURING TERM T||\/|E§§
contactMr D Doswell on 02380 872648 or Mrs N Howard on 02380 873769 for
more information. .

Badmirton Group meet FRIDAY afternoons betweetp. More information
available from Marilyn Cousens on 02380 778585.

MARCH
10" 12:30pm Community Lunch .
2:00pm The Conmunity Fellowship to be entertained y the Romsey
Ukulele
Group.

16" 10am-12noon GIFT DAY COFFEE MORNING.
GIFTDAY COFFEMMORNING16TH MARCH2019

FROM10AM TO 12NOON
THERE WILL BE A CAKE STALL, TOMBOLA AND BOTTLE STALL ET
ALL WILL BEERY WELCOME
20" 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in the Vestibule Rocrall are warmly welcome.
Many thanks to all who came to the Afterno®ea in aid of the Mayors
charities on 12th January, it was much appreciat€de sum of £450 was

raised
FEBRUARY/MARCH Volume 7 No. 1
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: South L’ :
: “;;::QF SOUTH WEST HANTS GROUP United ]
= CONNECTIONS Churen
: What 6s mappdniFreemant |
: Badminton/Table Tennis i Monday from 7.30pm. 3 - 3
Guides meet Thursday Evenings i Contact Janet Weafer 023 8049
: 3826 for more details. (Term Time Only) N
: Brownies meet Monday evenings i Contact Miss L. Travis 023 8178
: 6386 for more details. (Term Time Only) 8
Repair Café i 1% Saturday of the month 10.30am to 1pm - Small
§ electric / clothing / jewellery items can be repaired for a small donation at >
; our Repair Café each month. We also have a café providing lovely
E homemade cakes and teas and coffees. Always on the 1st Saturday of 2
S the month. You are very welcome to come just for a cuppa and see what 8
: we do!! 2
Q: What do you get from sitting on the ice too long?
8 A: Polaroids! 3
Q: What's an ig?
: A: A snow house without a loo! &
S Q: Why does it take longer to build a blonde snowman than a regular one?
: A: You have to hollow out the head. 8
Q: Why did Frosty the snowman want a divorce?
: A: Because he thought his wife was a flake
Q: Getting a job in the Arctic in the winter is great! Why?
: A: When the days get short, you only have to work a 30 minute work week. &
Q: Why do seals swim in salt water?
X A: Because pepper water makes them sneeze! 2
Q: Where can you find an ocean without any water?
: A: On a map!
Q: What eight letters can you find in water from the Arctic Ocean?
: A: Hto O! (H20) .
: FEBRUARY/MARCH Volume 7 No. 1 8
; Page 11 8
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4
4
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(UNDER 185 & OveRr 655)

Box Orrice: 07415 197574

Treasure Island — The Panto was written
bg Richard Llc)gcl & will be Pchormccl bq

arrangcmcnt with Samuel French.

WWW.ACTSSOUTHAMPTON.COM

FREEMANTLE UNITED REFORMED CHURCH | 257 SHIRLEY ROAD | SO 3HS

FEBRUARY/MARCH Volume 7 No. 1
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. THOUGHT FOR THEONTH

Dear friends

Looking back at previous editions of Connections | discovered that this will be
the third year of writing to you in Februg&y wh at 6 s t dutatwilllzeb o u t |
the lasttime. As it is also the month of my birthday | will reach the URC

Mi ni sterdés retirement age ofchd@e, avery S
different phase of life. Just as moving to n@gsionprojects(or new

pastorates) am excited yet sad bauseof losing touch with the people | have

worked with learned fromand have got to know.

Reflecting on this, and on the past 5 yearakes me think ahereported

lettersPaul the Apostlevrote as he travelled on from one place to another,
encourag and suporting the different groups of believers he met and lived
amongst. It would be so easy to think that these great biblical figures could

move on with none of the emotions you or | have when leaving friends and
family behind. Yes of coursée oten wrote wth a particulareason in mind, >
but the greetings he began and ended with appear to show a great regard for the
recipients and he never stopped praying for them or asking for prayer from them
for himself and his companions. 3

God uses |&yodand, ingimilarpvays. Some of us are asked to

minister where we have lived for most of our lives, to accept the challenges that

are required to move our faith :dsoth personally and wherever we gather g
together. Some of us are motivated by Gothke on dask, set it in motion and

then move to another place with a new task, this brings a different set of ;
chall enges. |t isndt easy to uproot “ar
constant companion and will guide us if only we are faithful iy@trd.e t ke s
honestwhether in one place or moving abowt all have patches where we

need someone to pray on our behalf.

So as | move on | will be thinking adnd praying foryou and your journey
through the changes necessary, both personally afdieshes, which will

bring the knowledge of the love that God offers to ALL around you. | also ask
that you remember Wendy and | in your prayers as God takes us on the next
stage oour faith journey tooThank you for your support and friendship and |
will miss you all.
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So @& we approach the reflective time of Ldntinashamedly repeat what |
wrote at this time | ast year é

dJse every opportunity to let God guide you, to let Gtdydiur heart,
rather than trying to go your own way and be preparetidsurprised at
the end of that journey.

May you have companions on your way, Jesus at your side and a heart filled
with God. Amen. (Pat)

Q: What vegetable was forbidden on the ships of Arctic explorers?
A: Leeks!

Q: Why didn't the tourist in the Arctic get any sleep?
A: He plugged his electric blanket into the toaster by mistake - and kept
popping out of bed all night!

Q: If the sun shines while it's snowing, what should you look for?
A: Snowbows.

Q: What did the seal say when it swam into a concrete wall?
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Q: What do women use to stay young looking in the Arctic?
A: Cold cream.

Q: Why was the snowman sad?
A: Cause he had a meltdown.

Q: What do you call a reindeer with no eyes?
A: | have no eye deer.

Q: When are your eyes not eyes?
A: When the cold Arctic wind makes them water!

Q: What did the snowman eat?
A: icebergs with chilli sauce.

Q: What do you use to catch an Arctic hare?
A: A hare net!

Q: What did the tree say after a long winter?
A: What a re-leaf.
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Mor e Dates & [Interesting

Artic Les

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)

b Y
L4 W

Come i Everything is Ready!

Everything is ready and the invitation is for everyone - men, women and
children of all ages to join this Day of Prayer.* Women of Slovenia, one
of the smallest and youngest countries in Europe, have prepared this
year® service and they encourage us to reflect on the barriers they have
faced since the end of the Second World War when their country was a
part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist republic. They share the
challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future.

World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which
enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world:
their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast.
An international committee is based in New York and there are national
committees in each participating country. Regional conferences meet to
consider the service and then local groups make their plans. Finally, at a
church near you on Friday March 1%t 2019 people will gather to celebrate
the service prepared by the women of Slovenia.

The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in
Samoa and prayer in native languages travels throughout the world ---
through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas before
finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later.

* For further information and resources, together with details of services
in your area see the WDP website: www.wwdp.org.uk
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Avenue 2020 exci ting news from Avenue Stﬁ%Al

You know Avenue St Andrewd6s has a t owe
the others? It | ooks |i ke a bell t ower
ventilation shaft, built so that excess hot air arising from preaching can &

be safely expelled from the building.

The last time people climbed up to the tower i a hair-raising feat in itself
I to examine that turret, they came down again very fast, looking rather
pale-faced, and said it had to be supported at once, because the wood it
was made of was in poor condition. So for more than a year now that
turret has been supported with emergency scaffolding.

Now the church is faced with raising enough money to refurbish the
turret, and doing other high-level work on the building. The Wessex
Synod Trust has promised some financial support, but the church will
also need to raise funds through applying to various grant-making
bodies and arranging fundraising events.

One of the possible organisations that may be supporting the project

(named Avenue 2020), the Heritage Lottery Fund, is interested not only 3
in the Grade 11 listed building itself
how it can be shared more widely with people beyond the congregation. :
And that has started off church thinking in three different directions, N
underthegener al headl ine of OA church whisch

* |Isaac Watts, and his work as a hymn-writer, making the Christian faith
more widely understood as he rewrote Bible verses into song

* James Cubitt, the architect who designed the original building i along

with the somewhat more famous Union Chapel, Islington, as well as

Emmanuel URC in Cambridge i who was interested in design

enhancing worship, for example by raking the sanctuary floor towards
the front and by placing pillars so sttt

*the work of Avenue St Andrewds durifng
troops waiting on the Common for embarkation, which it is hoped to 3
share with local primary schools as part of their local history curriculum.

At this stage it 0 dichlofahesk planswiltcemelo pr eC| ¢

fruition. But Avenue St Andrewods woul c
explore the challenge they have been set: to share stories of the 3
churchés past more widely, and maintai
congr egat i oandonissiomtoday, Ba that it can continue to be 3
6a church which helps othersdé. And, iof
are always welcome... Sarah Hall 3
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NEW: Living Lent

\

\

>

Creating a climate of change.

The call to climate action is getting louder and louder, with research showing that our
window of time to change predictions of the future is getting smaller and smaller.

So, this year, over the 40 days of Lent (beginning 6th March) we are inviting you to
become part of the 'Living Lent' community, where together we will make significant,
personal commitments to changing our lifestyles for the climate.

Could you take on one of the following challenges:
» go meat-free

» take up an alternative form of transport

» give up single-use plastics

» have an 'electricity free' hour every day

» buy only locally sourced food

» commit to buying nothing 'non essential’ new

Through the 'Living Lent' community, we will share blogs, spiritual reflections and

creative materials, and support each other as we attempt to change our lifestyles for the

climate.

You can sign up today on the Living Lent website:
https://livinglent.org
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