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Serv ices  
 

AVENUE ST ANDREW½S 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd  11am Communion Service led by Rev. Sarah Hall. 

10th 11am Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

17th 11am Family Service led by Rev Bob Dibb. 

24th  9:30am Breakfast church. 

 11am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 
 

 

MARCH 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd       11am Communion Service led by Rev. Tjarda Murray. 

10th    11am Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

17th      11am Family Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. Followed by Church Meeting. 

24th  9:30am Breakfast church. 

     11am Service led by Rev Bernie Collins. 

31st  11am Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 
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Services  
 
CHANDLER½S FORD 

 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd 9:30am Service led by Sue Scott. 

 5pm Prayer Meeting. 

10th     9:30am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 

 6:30pm Joint Evening Service with the Methodist Church. 

17th  9:30am Communion Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. Followed by Annual 

Church Meeting. 

 5pm Prayer Meeting. 

24th       9:30am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 

 

MARCH 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd      9:30am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 

 5pm Prayer Meeting. 

10th     9:30am Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

 6:30pm Joint Evening Service with the Methodist Church. 

17th 9:30am Communion Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

 5pm Prayer Meeting. 

24th    9:30am Service led by Alan Jenkins.  

31st  9:30am Parade Service led by Sue Scott and Jan Blood. 
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Services  
 
FREEMANTLE 
 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd  9:30am Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

10th 9:30am Communion Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

17th     9:30am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 

24th    9:30am Service led by Rev Tjarda Murray. 

 

MARCH 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd    9:30am Service led by Rev Mark Robinson.  

10th       9:30am Communion Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 

17th      9:30am Service led by Rev Tjarda Murray. 

24th     9:30am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. Followed by Church Meeting. 

31st  9:30am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 
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Services  
 

ISAAC WATTS Memorial  
 

FEBRUARY 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd       11am Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

10th    11am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 

17th      11am Service led by Mr Chris Noyce. 

24th       11am Communion Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. 

 

MARCH 2019 
Date Time Service 

3rd    11am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 

10th 11am Service led by Mr Chris Noyce. 

17th 11am Songs of Praise Service led by Mr Richard Wake. 

24th 11am Communion Service led by Rev Mark Robinson. Followed by Church 

Meeting. 

31st  11am Service led by Rev Sarah Hall. 
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IMPORTANT DATEs 
 

Whatôs happening at Avenue St. Andrewôsé 
 

Health & Fitness meet Mondays weekly at 1.45 pm in the Concourse.  
Aimed at the 60+ they are a very friendly group and would welcome 
newcomers.   
 
Avenue Café is open every Tuesday from 10.30 am until 2.00 pm.  
Coffee, cake and light lunches are available. All are welcome to come 
along.  
 
Wednesday Club meet on the 1st Wednesday of the month at 7.30 pm.   
On Wed 6th February 2019 there will be an Annual General Meeting. In 
March Joan McGavin will be telling us about ñChanging trends in 
Poetryò. All welcome.  
 
Lunch Club meet on the 2nd Thursday in the month at 12.30 pm for 
lunch together.  Please contact the church office if you are interested. 
Next lunches are Thurs 14th February & Thurs 14th March 2019. 
 
Film Show will meet on Wed 13th February & Wed 13th March 2019.  
Do come and join us followed by light refreshments afterwards 1.45 pm.  
All are welcome. 
 
Avenue Singers meet on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday in the month from 
7 ï 8 pm in the Concourse.  New singers always welcome. A wide 
variety of music.  You donôt have to be an expert - just enjoy singing.  
They will meet on Wednesdays 13th, 27th February & 13th and 27th 
March 2019. 
 
Amnesty International Group meets monthly on 2nd Thursday of each 
month at 8.00pm.  All are welcome to come along. Their next meetings 
will be Thurs 14th February & Thurs 14th March 2019 at 8 pm in the 
Focus room.  
 
Church Social Group usually meet on 3rd Wednesday of each month 
for fun and friendship.  Next meetings are Wed 20th February at 7.30 
pm for possible theatre trip to see the Shadow Factory and Wed 20th 
March 2019 for Skittles at the Ship, Redbridge organised by Pam 
Humphreys.  Why not come along and join us. 
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Scrabble Group meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month in the 
Concourse.  All are welcome. Next meeting will be Wed 27th February 
and Wed 27th March 2019 at 1.45 pm.  
 
Boysô Brigade Friday evenings ï for all ages from 6 ï 8.30 pm.  All are 
welcome.  They meet during Term Time only. 
 
Breakfast Church normally takes place every 4th Sunday in the month.  
Why not join us to discuss and debate the Bible, faith and its impact over 
a light breakfast.  Next meeting will be 24th February and 24th March 
2019 at 9.30 am.  Do join us.   
 
For more information on any of these activities contact Church Office on 
023 80 678787 

 
 

Ṱ These bulletins were actually published in Church Newsletters Ṱ 

 

The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. 

-------------------------- 

Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled 

Proceeds will be used to cripple children. 

-------------------------- 

The sermon this morning: 'Jesus Walks on the Water.' The sermon 

tonight: 'Searching for Jesus.' 

-------------------------- 

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those things not 

worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 

-------------------------- 

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

-------------------------- 

Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I will not pass this way again,' giving 

obvious pleasure to the congregation. 

-------------------------- 

For those of you who have children and don't know it, we have a nursery 

downstairs. 

-------------------------- 

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 24 in the 

church. So ends a friendship that began in their school days. 

-------------------------- 
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Whatôs happening at Chandlerôs Fordé 
 

Craft & Coffee ï every Tuesday morning from 10 ï 11.30 am 

 

Ladies Fellowship ï 20th February and on 20th March, both meetings at 2.15 

pm in the Frith Hall. Speakers to be confirmed. All  ladies welcome.  

 

Menôs Breakfast ï on Saturday 3rd February and 2nd March at 8 am. Full 

English breakfast followed by a Christian/topical discussion. All men welcome. 

 

Housegroup ï meets fortnightly on Monday evenings. See Martin Waldron for 

dates. 

 

Prayer Meeting ï on 1st and 3rd Sundays at 5 pm. 

 

Annual Church Meeting ï on 17th February following morning worship. 

 

Annual Community Spring Tea Party ï on 19th February, provided by the 

Church & Society Committee at 2.15 pm in the Mansfield Hall. Free entry and 

everyone is welcome. 

 

Coffee Morning ï on Saturday 23rd March at 10.30 in the Mansfield Hall. Hot 

cross buns and drinks will be served together with a cake stall and sale of books. 

Proceeds to go to WaterAid. 

 

Soup & Sandwich Lunch ï on Saturday 2nd February in the Mansfield Hall at 

12 noon. Proceeds to go to the Zambia Fund. 

 

Ṱ These bulletins were actually published in Church Newsletters Ṱ 

 

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 'What Is 

Hell?' Come early and listen to our choir practice. 

-------------------------- 

Please place your donation in the envelope along with the deceased 

person you want remembered. 

-------------------------- 

Pot-luck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow. 

-------------------------- 

The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every kind. They may 

be seen in the basement on Friday afternoon. 

------------------------- 
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Ṱ These bulletins were actually published in Church Newsletters Ṱ 

 

This evening at 7 PM there will be a hymn singing in the park across 

from the Church. Bring a blanket and come prepared to sin. 

-------------------------- 

Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 7 PM . Please use 

the back door. 

-------------------------- 

The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the 

Church basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend 

this tragedy. 

-------------------------- 

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use 

large double door at the side entrance. 

-------------------------- 
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Whatôs happening at Isaac Watts Memorialé 

 

FEBRUARY 
 
10th 12:30pm Community Lunch - Contact Mrs Eve Scally on 80323602 for  

details 
2:00pm The Community Fellowship - a talk about QE2 story by Mr Steve  

Herra. 
 
20th 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in the Vestibule Room - all are warmly welcome. 
 
Boys' and Girls' Brigades meet on MONDAY EVENINGS DURING TERM TIME - 
contact Mr D Doswell on 02380 872648 or Mrs N Howard on 02380 873769 for 
more information. 
 
Badminton Group meet FRIDAY afternoons between 2-4pm.  More information 
available from Marilyn Cousens on 02380 778585. 
 
MARCH 
 
10th 12:30pm Community Lunch . 

2:00pm The Community Fellowship - to be entertained by the Romsey  
Ukulele  
Group. 

 
16th  10am-12noon GIFT DAY COFFEE MORNING. 

GIFT  DAY  COFFEE  MORNING  16TH  MARCH  2019 

 

FROM  10AM  TO  12NOON 
 

THERE WILL BE A CAKE STALL, TOMBOLA AND BOTTLE STALL ETC. 

 

ALL WILL BE VERY WELCOME 

 
20th 7:00pm Prayer Meeting in the Vestibule Room - all are warmly welcome. 

 

Many thanks to all who came to the Afternoon Tea in aid of the Mayors 
charities on 12th January, it was much appreciated.  The sum of £450 was 

raised. 
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Whatôs happening at Freemantleé 

 
 

 

Badminton/Table Tennis ï Monday from 7.30pm.  
 
 

Guides meet Thursday Evenings ï Contact Janet Weafer 023 8049 
3826 for more details. (Term Time Only) 

Brownies meet Monday evenings ï Contact Miss L. Travis 023 8178 
6386 for more details. (Term Time Only) 

Repair Café ï 1st Saturday of the month 10.30am to 1pm - Small 
electric / clothing / jewellery items can be repaired for a small donation at 
our Repair Café each month. We also have a café providing lovely 
homemade cakes and teas and coffees.  Always on the 1st Saturday of 
the month. You are very welcome to come just for a cuppa and see what 
we do!!  

Q: What do you get from sitting on the ice too long?  
A: Polaroids!  
 
Q: What's an ig?  
A: A snow house without a loo!  
 
Q: Why does it take longer to build a blonde snowman than a regular one?  
A: You have to hollow out the head.  
 
Q: Why did Frosty the snowman want a divorce?  
A: Because he thought his wife was a flake  
 
Q: Getting a job in the Arctic in the winter is great! Why?  
A: When the days get short, you only have to work a 30 minute work week.  
 
Q: Why do seals swim in salt water?  
A: Because pepper water makes them sneeze!  
 
Q: Where can you find an ocean without any water?  
A: On a map!  
 
Q: What eight letters can you find in water from the Arctic Ocean?  
A: H to O! (H20)  
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THOUGHT FOR THE MONTH 
 
Dear friends 

 

Looking back at previous editions of Connections I discovered that this will be 

the third year of writing to you in Februaryé.whatôs that about!é but it will be 

the last time. As it is also the month of my birthday I will reach the URC 

Ministerôs retirement age of 68 very soon and will start to adjust to a change, a 

different phase of life. Just as moving to new mission projects (or new 

pastorates) I am excited yet sad because of losing touch with the people I have 

worked with, learned from, and have got to know. 

 

Reflecting on this, and on the past 5 years, makes me think of the reported 

letters Paul the Apostle wrote as he travelled on from one place to another, 

encouraging and supporting the different groups of believers he met and lived 

amongst. It would be so easy to think that these great biblical figures could 

move on with none of the emotions you or I have when leaving friends and 

family behind. Yes of course, he often wrote with a particular reason in mind, 

but the greetings he began and ended with appear to show a great regard for the 

recipients and he never stopped praying for them or asking for prayer from them 

for himself and his companions. 

 

God uses Godôs people, you and I, in similar ways. Some of us are asked to 

minister where we have lived for most of our lives, to accept the challenges that 

are required to move our faith on: both personally and wherever we gather 

together. Some of us are motivated by God to take on a task, set it in motion and 

then move to another place with a new task, this brings a different set of 

challenges. It isnôt easy to uproot and begin again but Godôs Spirit is our 

constant companion and will guide us if only we are faithful in prayer. Letôs be 

honest, whether in one place or moving about, we all have patches where we 

need someone to pray on our behalf. 

 

So as I move on I will be thinking of, and praying for, you and your journey 

through the changes necessary, both personally and as churches, which will 

bring the knowledge of the love that God offers to ALL around you. I also ask 

that you remember Wendy and I in your prayers as God takes us on the next 

stage of our faith journey too. Thank you for your support and friendship and I 

will  miss you all. 
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So as we approach the reflective time of Lent I unashamedly repeat what I 

wrote at this time last yearé 

 

 óUse every opportunity to let God guide you, to let God fill your heart, 

 rather than trying to go your own way and be prepared to be surprised at 

 the end of that journey.ô 

 

May you have companions on your way, Jesus at your side and a heart filled 

with God.  Amen. (Pat) 

 
Q: What vegetable was forbidden on the ships of Arctic explorers?  
A: Leeks!  
 
Q: Why didn't the tourist in the Arctic get any sleep?  
A: He plugged his electric blanket into the toaster by mistake - and kept 
popping out of bed all night!  
 
Q: If the sun shines while it's snowing, what should you look for?  
A: Snowbows.  
 
Q: What did the seal say when it swam into a concrete wall?  
A: "Dam!"  
 
Q: What do women use to stay young looking in the Arctic?  
A: Cold cream.  
 
Q: Why was the snowman sad?  
A: Cause he had a meltdown.  
 
Q: What do you call a reindeer with no eyes?  
A: I have no eye deer.  
 
Q: When are your eyes not eyes?  
A: When the cold Arctic wind makes them water!  
 
Q: What did the snowman eat?  
A: icebergs with chilli sauce.  
 
Q: What do you use to catch an Arctic hare?  
A: A hare net!  
 
Q: What did the tree say after a long winter?  
A: What a re-leaf.  
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Mor e Dates & Interesting 
Artic Les  

 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
(A WOMEN LED, GLOBAL, ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT)  

 
 

 
Press Release 

 
 
 

 

 

Come ï Everything is Ready! 
 

 
Everything is ready and the invitation is for everyone - men, women and 
children of all ages to join this Day of Prayer.*  Women of Slovenia, one 
of the smallest and youngest countries in Europe, have prepared this 
yearôs service and they encourage us to reflect on the barriers they have 
faced since the end of the Second World War when their country was a 
part of Yugoslavia, a Marxist socialist republic. They share the 
challenges they have met and the hopes they have for the future. 
  
World Day of Prayer is an international, inter-church organisation which 
enables us to hear the thoughts of women from all parts of the world: 
their hopes, concerns and prayers. The preparation for the day is vast. 
An international committee is based in New York and there are national 
committees in each participating country. Regional conferences meet to 
consider the service and then local groups make their plans. Finally, at a 
church near you on Friday March 1st 2019 people will gather to celebrate 
the service prepared by the women of Slovenia. 
 
The Day of Prayer is celebrated in over 120 countries. It begins in 
Samoa and prayer in native languages travels throughout the world --- 
through Asia, Africa, the Middle East, Europe and the Americas before 
finishing in American Samoa some 38 hours later. 
 
* For further information and resources, together with details of services 
in your area see the WDP website: www.wwdp.org.uk  
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Avenue 2020 ï exciting news from Avenue St Andrewôs 

You know Avenue St Andrewôs has a tower with one turret bigger than 
the others? It looks like a bell tower, but actually itôs a Victorian 
ventilation shaft, built so that excess hot air arising from preaching can 
be safely expelled from the building.  

The last time people climbed up to the tower ï a hair-raising feat in itself 
ï to examine that turret, they came down again very fast, looking rather 
pale-faced, and said it had to be supported at once, because the wood it 
was made of was in poor condition. So for more than a year now that 
turret has been supported with emergency scaffolding.  

Now the church is faced with raising enough money to refurbish the 
turret, and doing other high-level work on the building. The Wessex 
Synod Trust has promised some financial support, but the church will 
also need to raise funds through applying to various grant-making 
bodies and arranging fundraising events. 

One of the possible organisations that may be supporting the project 
(named Avenue 2020), the Heritage Lottery Fund, is interested not only 
in the Grade II listed building itself, but also in the churchôs story and 
how it can be shared more widely with people beyond the congregation. 
And that has started off church thinking in three different directions, 
under the general headline of óA church which helps othersô.  

* Isaac Watts, and his work as a hymn-writer, making the Christian faith 
more widely understood as he rewrote Bible verses into song 

* James Cubitt, the architect who designed the original building ï along 
with the somewhat more famous Union Chapel, Islington, as well as 
Emmanuel URC in Cambridge ï who was interested in design 
enhancing worship, for example by raking the sanctuary floor towards 
the front and by placing pillars so they donôt obstruct the view 

* the work of Avenue St Andrewôs during the first World War supporting 
troops waiting on the Common for embarkation, which it is hoped to 
share with local primary schools as part of their local history curriculum. 

At this stage itôs hard to tell precisely which of these plans will come to 
fruition. But Avenue St Andrewôs would appreciate your prayer as they 
explore the challenge they have been set: to share stories of the 
churchôs past more widely, and maintain its premises fit for the 
congregationôs worship and mission today, so that it can continue to be 
óa church which helps othersô. And, of course, further fundraising ideas 
are always welcome...       Sarah Hall 
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