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Service led by Revd Mark Robinson 

Gree$ngs and welcome. Thank you for this invita$on  
to spend some $me together, direc$ng our thoughts, cares, 
speaking and singing ... to God.  
May our gracious, ever loving and libera$ng God be with us always. 
And may we be with God.  

Call to Worship 
To the fisherman Jesus said: 
“Follow me  
the journey is hard yet I will show you how to fish for people. 
To the tax collector Jesus said: 
“Follow me and learn how to be just.” 
To the rich one Jesus said: 
“Follow me and become generous.” 
At the last supper Jesus said: 
“Follow me and be liberated.” 
To you and to me and to all of us Jesus says: 
Follow me and be transformed! 

Hymn 74: Praise to the Lord 

Prayers: 
God of change and challenge, 
you call us to follow you into the new crea$on; 
help us to see your kingdom changing us 
and bringing life to our community and our world. 

When this world seems too heavy for us to carry 
when the weight overwhelms us 
when it seems too much to bear  
may we know that your help, eases the way, 
and gives vision for something beMer.  

Where your Spirit is at work,  
may we bless what we see. 
Where your word is at work, 
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may we give thanks for the transforma$on for beMer.  

Help us to be the people we were meant to be.  
People who reflect your image, your Grace. 
Con$nue to guide and challenge us, as we seek to follow 
In Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be Thy name; 
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into tempta$on; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

Reading: MaMhew 4: 12-23 

Hymn 558: Will you come and follow me 

Reading: Psalm 27: 1, 4-9, 13-14  

Address: 
The people who walked in darkness, have seen a great light. They 
lived in a land of shadows, but now light is shining on them.  

This is a famous verse from Isaiah 9, and many of us would agree on 
who we believe the light is. In our reading today we heard what the 
psalmist says "The Lord is my light and my salva$on." 
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We know that God is present in the world and yet we find that there 
is so much trouble in the world, so much heartache and so much 
that is wrong with the world.  

Well the psalmist says that because The Lord is my light and my 
salva$on, I will fear no one, but then something happens and the 
psalm seems to wobble a bit, because it then pleads with God, not 
to leave, "Don't leave me, don't abandon me" then the Psalmist 
aMempts to build some 
courage and says "have faith, do not despair, trust" 

Have you ever found yourself in that type of situa$on, where your 
faith seems to wobble? When things aren't going as you think they 
should, and you have to remind yourself to "have faith, do not 
despair, trust" 

In our Gospel reading we see Jesus, and it is now a_er his bap$sm in 
the Jordan and just as he has returned from his $me of tes$ng in the 
wilderness, he hears some very bad news. He hears that John the 
Bap$st has been arrested and imprisoned.  

On hearing this we are told that Jesus withdraws to Galilee, and he 
seMles at Capernaum on the Sea of Galilee, in the district of Zebulun 
and Naphtali. And this, MaMhew says, ‘was to fulfil the words of the 
prophet Isaiah about the land of Zebulun and Naphtali, the road to 
the sea, the land on the other side of the Jordan, Galilee, land of the 
Gen$les.’  

There is a major significance to this place, and to Jesus seMling in 
this place. MaMhew knew a lot about the geography of the land, 
now in the first century, Galilee could be said to be considered the 
gheMo, it was not a very desirable residence for a Jew in Jesus’ day 
at all. It was a rough part of town. It was a cosmopolitan place 
where a number of trading routes crossed and therefore it was a 
place associated with mixed races and the mixing of different races 
and what many Jews at the $me would call pagan popula$ons and 
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that is why it was known as ‘Galilee, land of the Gen$les’. In other 
words it was at the farthest part, the very end of Israel, right at the 
outer extremes of Israel.  

This, simply put means that it was just about as far from Jerusalem 
as any Jew could possibly want to get. As you can well imagine it 
was also as far from the temple as you could get. I've heard 
someone say that the distance from Galilee to the temple was not 
just a geographical distance, but it was a spiritual distance as well. 
Galilee of the Gen$les was a very different world, away from the 
temple and its beauty and I'm sure many would say away from the 
presence of God.  

For MaMhew, and for many Jews, Galilee was a place of darkness, it 
was a land of death, a breeding ground for crime, deceit and 
underhand deals, a place of dark shadow. It was for MaMhew, just as 
it was for the prophet Isaiah who MaMhew quotes in his gospel. It 
was disgraced.  

Yet this is where Jesus seMles, in this place that was a disgrace, it is 
in this rough neighbourhood where Jesus shows up. Here he seMles 
and makes his home.  

The Bible says that Jesus ‘went away or withdrew to Galilee’ the 
original Greek word for 'went away' ‘withdraw’ as is used in the 
Bible can be translated as ‘took refuge’ and here is a link to our 
Psalm. The psalmist took refuge from his enemies in the glory of the 
temple – Jesus took refuge in the harsh surroundings of Galilee.  

In other words Jesus does not seek refuge in the temple, because he 
is not solely a temple person, as we see in the way he conducts his 
ministry.  

He makes his home away from the temple. He makes his home 
precisely where people struggle. He makes his home where people 
struggle with life, where people struggle with their faith, where they 
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struggle with health, and finances and disease. he makes his home 
in the places where it is difficult for people to see the beauty of God, 
he makes his home where the very ugliness of life rears its head.  

It is in these places and into these places that he shines his light: 
‘The people that lived in darkness have seen a great light’. And as 
we hear in the Gospel, he calls people from all sorts of situa$ons to 
follow. Those he first called, his first disciples came from this land of 
dark shadow - the fishermen Simon and Andrew and James and 
John - they heard his voice calling in this place of darkness.  

We know that God is present in the world, present in the darkest of 
places and situa$ons. Present in $mes and places of trouble, 
present in $mes of heartache present even as there is so much 
wrong with the world. Present in this $me of COVID.  

Well the psalmist says "I will fear no one" and then when faith 
seems to wobble there is a plea for God not to leave, "Don't leave 
me, don't abandon me" 

Our readings remind us today to "have faith, do not despair, trust" 
Our readings tell us today that although we live in a world of 
heartache, and tension and uncertainty God is present, present in 
the same way that God was present in the heartache and tension of 
Galilee. It tells us that this is one place were Jesus lives, this is one 
place where God is present. This is one place where God shows up 
and where surprisingly in this place, God’s voice is heard –  
let us listen and heed the call. God offers us a place of refuge, in 
$mes of darkness and in $mes of joy, and God invites us to take 
refuge and follow where God leads because we have seen God’s 
great light, and God’s light shines on us.  

when the $me is safe and right Let us emerge from our places of 
refuge and help transform our world 
  
"The Lord is my light and my salva$on; 
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    I will fear no one. 
The Lord protects me from all danger; 
    I will never be afraid." Amen 

Prayers of intercession: 
Dear God, we know only too well that darkness persists. Many 
people in this world of ours feel their world is one of darkness and 
gloom. Pressures crowd in upon us and get us down. 

The causes are varied: bereavement, illness, pandemics, race hate, 
finances, worries about family, trouble at work or not having work, 
drugs, drink, boredom, doubt, weariness, fu$lity. 

Then there are the other issues: war, insurrec$on, poverty, climate 
change, disease, unfair trade and so much more. It does not help 
when we feel that as Chris$ans we should be doing so much more 
and so much beMer than we are. Gracious and loving God, we 
rejoice that you are with us in our troubles, you know us and you 
know how we can overcome.  

God guide us.  

Even though we have made a mess of things personally and 
collec$vely you remain faithful. We rejoice that your Son came ... 
not to a broken world, our world. To bring light to the darkness, our 
darkness. 

We pray for this world in need – in need of love and grace, 
forgiveness and new life, hope, peace and fellowship, in need of 
renewal, in need of YOU. 

We pray that you would remain alongside us and all those for whom 
we pray, we pray that all will see Jesus, and recognise his light in the 
very fabric of life. the light of the world, the one who came (and 
who comes) to rid each life of darkness, to give life and health and 
peace, peace that passes all understanding – not a temporary fix 
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from trouble but the strength to overcome it and ul$mately to 
receive life eternal. 

God guide us.  
Hear our prayers   

Hymn 345: Guide me O thou great Jehovah 

Blessing 


